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l a Yfa© current reform of secondary 
response to three problems* the fast-approaching Tinivor aallty of secondary 
education, the importance of labor productivity to economic growth? and 
dissat3 s faction with the attitudes and behavior or Soviet youth, of which 
hooliganism is merely the extrema manifestation* 

2 0 Until the 1950s the need for general labor and Halted school 
facilities took most students out of school well before ccsfsplotioa of the 
final (tenth) grade® Fcr every 1000 students enrolled in first grad® 1 b 
1930? for example s only 49 graduated tea ye®r» later® This relationship? 
in conjunction with the urgent need for persons with advanced training? 
made graduation frm, secondery school all but equi.valeist to entrance into 
a university or institute® The final unit of schooling, eovstrisg grade® 
S-lO^vaa college preparatory in nature and was a major dividing line in 
career prospects? separating the future Ceo-miuraals tem the ®8aml«o 
This situation? which was at its sharpest around 1950? has shifted radio©!- 
ly during oho past fiv® years* Tenth-grade eorollmsiifelms grown by about 
4©5 times end last year totaled 1*3 millions At the same time? the admis- 
sion of feeshmon t© tsagtituti® and uni wr si ties has increased only from 
23&000 in 1950 t© 287,000 in 19$% %© disparity will bseosB even metre 
pronounced in the next five to ten years as universal education moves on 
fro® the present seventh-grad© level to the tenth grade® Sine® there ere 
a© pleas to Increase higher educational enrollments eesrespoudin&ly? the 
character of the secondary school is obriooBly obsolescent® 

3o The first rsfor® ih.® Soviet felon has tsaderta km is a revision 
of the curriculum in a polytechidcal directions *he chief task of the 
eeeoadary school has been redefined as the Gaining? not of the engine® re 
of the next five-year plan? but of the warfcare of this plan* Handwork 
has been introduced in grades 1-4? practical and espardmentaX problems in 
aehooX workshops and on school plots for grades 5-?, and advanced work- 
shop and agricultural practice fes* grades 8-10® la order to a^omo&ab© 
these innovations s logic has been dropped and the share of a student 9 ® 
tins Cover the tea-year period) devoted to general education has fallen 
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Ifcoa % to 4? psmmU 3h addition* apart $sem Vm m%* »labes* 9 
Iatmluced e physios,, oh©saistoy 9 mthem&ilcsj, biology geography 0 as»S 
dravlsig irtH all be ©rtented towards giving nupilsi an elementary k atwle&ga 
of industrial and sgriouLtm'al techniques,, toe ultimate extent of revision 
rematiss mkae-yn*, but etn &wm heavier mphm^le npm practical work t&pwso 
to to in etc®?©*, ^hersas in 1955 the w ^labcs? 1 * ©©os’s® to-Tk too hodr® 
pea* week* an expsrim&st&X doubling of this allottacut in 600 schcciUi ha® 
been introduced in 1956,, 

4, it the ae®$ tl®8 s it has 'been nacoesary to launch an iatonedv® 
propaganda esapaign to cmmem to© %aughty and scornful* attitude of 
i@Kth«year graduates towards manual labor © few tost only a sfmorlty &£ 
ths@t ©an enter unimrsitJes and institutes# thoujiassds have been dlsce^^ed 
sitting around in the cities* hoping to to admitted next yaar* the sslegau 
s &-<gt Siplcsaa to deduction S* rings jarringly in the ears ©f mssy who 
took for granted th© fact that ton ymm of schooling guaranteed them 
fipeedcsa frets manual labor d naslbershlp la the upper class j, and a w «aXtursd a 
lif&„ 


5 C ¥hile polytechnics! tratoisg is intended t© adjust the Si-hoel 
t© mu conditloiis of universality and to prepare a productive labor £mm 8 
it has littl® relevance to the third problem# too utoatlsfactoiy tohevicr 
of Swlet youths Education 5 ® contribution in this area is to® bcerdiiig 
school y unveiled by Shrusfechev at th© £0th Party Congress early y««r<» 
Despite the initial Impression given at this time# th® boarding ml 5*§3lb 
are not intended to to a training ground for an ©lit®# but instead ‘iSm 
model fee* all secondary schools,* According to the Hsruehobevian visile®# 
they ore to be spacious ,l®eatod in a suburb m woodland# and fully ©quipped 
to meet the educational i Including polytoehnicat) and seels! needs ®£ 

Soviet children* In effect# to© program ©alls ffjr th© state to tofc ova? 
virtonlly all the functions of ehlH-r earing free; an ©arly age® Khrushchevas 
description of %fmt teachers la this school must be carries strong tvw 
tones of parental surrogates 0 About 300 bearding schools war® ©posset’ 
this year in th© premises of existing schools 9 with priority given to 
children fro® difficult heae ©nviroiimnto,', Pending farther ©csustansstiuap 
th® eagerness to approximate boarding soboalst with zsalseehift arran&saonts 
Is evident in th® organisation of hostel® where students can livog <S 9 501 
pupilr> in Ifceeaw Oblast 5 are presently acocsiodatssd in this fashion# which 
evidently la too rudimentary to be classified as a boarding ashoola At 
the lowest levels, arrsagsiBsnts have toss mad© im ehildreu to remain &b 
school throughout the dsy for teaehor-auparvieed activities a 


6® In the thirties f Stalin once teens iamsd ell Soviet sohod® £er 
toe eighth through tenth grades into vocational teohnieusES 'with a trbrdk® 
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of the pen* Compared to that, the present reforms are being introduced 
at a gradual pace, but either one alone -would be sufficient to occupy any 
school system for iisany years,, Apart from the initial confusion, a amber 
of longer~?ang® problems will ai-iso* In the polytechnics! fields workshop 
buildings, equipment, and teachers qualified for the difficult donandUi of 
this type of training must first be provided . After this, it will prove 
difficult to prepare young workers and university candidates on the nsm> 
curriculum, which arust fit the great majority for immediate employment 
and. yet enable a minority to tmdertake advanced schoolings Thera is also 
the danger that polytechnioal training will actually turn out to be mono* 
technical, with rural schools training only agricultural workers and urban 
ones only industrial workers, the latter sub-divided among various trades 
according to the equipment available in their school workshop and the 
specialization of the production unit which is assigned patronage over 
the schools The Soviets have not disclosed how they- will avoid this 
tendency, which would defeat the avowed aims of 'broad basic technical 
familiarity end a wide range of choice of profession* Perhaps it is not 
regarded as a danger to b© avoided© 

‘7o Boarding schools trill require mi even larger inrostscst,,, aM a 
number of Hw-jw? plan© will be sasQcbfi to 'm'm them uBivsrcalc It is 
possible that, as the years pass* the universal part of this aches© my 
be ofeelved like oihw grandiose project©, and tfes restricted bearding school 
might in fact be ofecsca to solve the problem of university preparation whldi 
peilftedKftisotiGn will sgg?emt@» It weald thou turn cut to be the elite 
training ground wMA Bteaefeshsv 3 s original remarks suggested It be* 
Barring a eoaeciasis policy etasge, however, hoarding aMSs will psaotraio 
8ofS.et education to a eossMorafol© extent during the msscb five yearsji the 
I960 target for enrollment is &m Billie a puplla« 

S 0 Bespit® the problem it iimdvao, poSyteohxdaitio^ appear mil 
adapted to the problera facing the USSR @sfi has satseh la eosssoa with ih® 
response of other industrial societies to similar eireumetanaeso It is 
making th© curriculum considerably s sore appropriate to the future earears 
of most students© Hie boarding school, m the cth® haM, i© mere totali- 
tarian ia nature aad embodies .venswM Bolshevik dreams of a tean^^ 
condition©! population* Hero ®th© ©dtsaaticusal influence of pedagogues 
enocaspasses th® airbir© life of the child, from eerly Childhood, %i fcea he 
ooasea to require maternal ear®, to Ms maturity Or again, at presort 
R th© school has insufficient bosses for carrying oat bread educational 
measures, and the upbringing of children ia pur homes sometimes mm am* 
trary to the ctesassSa of the se'ao&lo Hie treasfea* to boarding saheels 
will considerably change tt» relationship between pu&Lio ami h e®s ®dueatioa p 
haea us® the govavnassab will talc© upon itself the }r»in responsibility f®> 
th® ear© of th© cMM^ Success in remolding attitude© in this fsshloa 
is likely than success in achieving higtar p-rcd.uetiTltff throat 


OFFICIAL USB CM 

Approved For Release 2001/03/09 : CIA-RDP79T00937A000500020015-0 



Approved For Releas**001/03/09 : CIA-RDP79T00937WS00500020015-0 


OFFICIAL USE OHLX 


greater technical ©dnoati ©a® Bat the direct5.©n of ch®ng% bcwsw slight 
will probably be In the direction of more thorough. iVoctrinatlaco 

% Lastly f it seems clear that the Soviet Vocational syetea§ a® 
modified by these reforms* will be even less conducive than b®i’«r© to th® 
©mergence of independent thought or orit5cally-niW individuals,! Second- 
ary education has never been a seedbed of divergence in the tBSEg St 
evolutionary .farces ar© to modify the Soviet system in sny fiindamenfcal %isy ? 
t hay will have their sources elsewhere,, 25X1 A9a 
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